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children whom he taught and provided
them with a firm groundwork in moral-
ity and Christianity which will help to
guide them through life.

From his youth, Jimmy was also an
avid sports fan. Having played football
for Coach Bobby Bowden at Howard
College, his competitive spirit never
faltered. He was a former coach of the
Abbeville Christian Academy Pee Wee
Generals, and freely gave of his time to
coach various teams in the Abbeville
Recreation Department. He also was an
avid Auburn University fan, from
where his two daughters, Lil and Fran,
graduated.

James Francis “Jimmy” Crawford
will be remembered as a devoted hus-
band and father. He will be missed by
all who knew him, especially his wife
Jo Smith Crawford; his daughters Lil-
lian Ella Crawford, of Birmingham; and
Martha Frances Crawford, of Abbeville;
and other relatives and many friends
whose lives he touched.

I will truly miss Jimmy. His many
accomplishments touched the lives of
every citizen of Abbeville and beyond.
He should be remembered as a man
with great vision and leadership. My
heart is with his family during this dif-
ficult time.®

————
NEBRASKA NUMBER ONE IN
INTERNET ACCESS IN CLASS-
ROOMS

e Mr. KERREY. Mr. President, earlier
this year Nebraska was recognized
(along with our friends from Michigan)
for being the best college football team
in the land. But yesterday brought
even better news about a number one
ranking for Nebraska.

As reported in the Omaha World-Her-
ald, the Nebraska school system has
been recognized in a recent national
study as ranking first in the Nation
when it comes to teachers using the
Internet in the classroom. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask that the article, ‘‘Nebraska
is Number One in Classroom Internet
Use” by Melissa Matczak and Michael
O’Connor be printed in the RECORD at
the conclusion of my remarks.

The World-Herald reported that a
study released yesterday by Education
Week, a national education newspaper,
says Nebraska has the highest percent-
age of schools where at least half of the
teachers use the Internet for instruc-
tion.

I am not surprised by this ranking,
and neither are Nebraska educators. In
rural States, the Internet has become
an indispensable educational tool for
teachers and students. And for quite
some time Nebraska has been at the
forefront in connecting our classrooms
to the Internet as well as in realizing
the benefits of distance learning.

I offer my great congratulations to
Nebraska educators and educational
service units, Governor Nelson and the
many State and local officials who
made this possible. We should be very
proud.

The article follows:
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[From the World-Herald, Sept. 29, 1998]

NEBRASKA IS NUMBER ONE IN CLASSROOM
INTERNET USE

(By Melissa Matczak and Michael O’Connor)

In a tiny school district in western Ne-
braska, students use the Internet to chat to
children in Iceland, sharing stories on rural
life.

Across the state in Omaha, middle-school
students track space shuttles via the Inter-
net.

In some Nebraska schools, using the Inter-
net is becoming as common as flipping open
a textbook. A national study recognizes
that, ranking Nebraska No. 1 when it comes
to teachers using the Internet in the class-
room.

A report released Tuesday by Education
Week, a national education newspaper, says
Nebraska has the highest percentage of
schools where at least half of the teachers
use the Internet for instruction. Iowa ranks
fourth in the report, tied with Minnesota.

Nebraska education officials say the re-
sults don’t surprise them. In largely rural
states, they say, the Internet is fast becom-
ing an important classroom tool.

“It helps eat up the distance,” said Jim
Lukesh, a technology administrator with the
Nebraska Department of Education. ‘“We’ve
got a lot of small schools that are going to
be able to get things over the Internet that
they wouldn’t be able to get otherwise.”’

The report is based on a survey of predomi-
nantly public schools that rates each state
on schoolchildren’s access to computers and
computer training available to teachers.

In 64 percent on Nebraska’s schools, at
least half of the teachers use the Internet for
instruction, the highest percentage in the
country.

In Iowa and Minnesota, the figure is 46 per-
cent.

Nevada had the lowest ranking, 13 percent.
Other states near the bottom were Alabama
at 21 percent, Georgia at 22 and Louisiana
and Florida at 23 percent.

Wayne Fisher, the Internet program spe-
cialist for the Nebraska Department of Edu-
cation, said policy-makers have pushed for
Internet access in the state’s schools.

Lack of Internet training for teachers also
had been a concern, but state education offi-
cials say gains have been made in that area.

Five years ago, about $500,000 was spent to
train teachers from across the state on how
to integrate the Internet into classroom les-
sons. The money came from a portion of a
half-cent tax levied by educational service
units.

About two years later, the Legislature
passed a law requiring every school district
to be hooked up to the Internet by the year
2000.

To help the districts pay for the tech-
nology, about $13 million was shifted from a
school loan program to a school technology
program. Schools used the money to pay for
wiring their buildings for Internet use.

An $89 million bond issue approved last
year is helping the Millard School District
continue its push to increase Internet access.

The district plans to spend at least $4 mil-
lion in bond money over the next five to six
years to add Internet connections and pur-
chase new computers. Classrooms now have
at least one connection. The goal is to have
four.

It’s not just large districts such as the
18,800-student Millard school system that
have made the Internet a priority.

The 1,400-student Seward School District
west of Lincoln started increasing Internet
access a few years ago. Now all but several
classrooms are connected.

“We have a community that thinks it’s
very important,” Superintendent Marshall
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Adams said. It’s a tremendous teaching
tool.”

Fisher said the Internet allows students—
especially those in rural isolated areas of the
state-to branch out.

“Students and schools always struggle to
learn beyond the walls of the classroom,’ he
said.

Iowa’s Internet push received a boost two
yvears ago when the Legislature approved an
education measure providing $30 million a
year for five years for technology.

School districts receive funding based on
enrollment. the money also can be used to
train teachers in using the Internet and
other technology.

“It’s been a priority,” said Klark Jessen,
an Iowa Department of Education spokes-
man.e

———

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND
SYLVESTER LAUDERMILL, JR.

e Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to The Reverend
Sylvester Laudermill, Jr. for his dedi-
cation and service to Saint Peter’s Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.)
church in St. Louis, Missouri. On Sun-
day, October 4, 1998, the St. Peter’s
A.M.E. Church will celebrate the good
work of Reverend Sylvester Laudermill
whose leadership has helped to bridge
the gap between church and commu-
nity.

Among several of the outstanding
contributions of The Reverend is his
musical talent. St. Peter’s Inspira-
tional Choir is one of the most sought
after choirs and they have an annual
touring schedule. Another outstanding
aspect is the Reverend Laudermill’s
family-oriented approach to faith. He
is an inspiration to the entire commu-
nity.

I commend Reverend Laudermill for
his spirit and energy throughout his
many years of leadership and hope he
continues to enrich the St. Louis com-
munity for years to come.®

——————

1998 OCTOBER QUARTERLY
REPORTS

The mailing and filing date of the Oc-
tober Quarterly Report required by the
Federal Election Campaign Act, as
amended is, Thursday, October 15, 1998.
All Principal Campaign Committees
supporting Senate candidates in the
1998 races must file their reports with
the Senate Office of Public Records, 232
Hart Building, Washington, D.C. 20510-
7116. You may wish to advise your cam-
paign committee personnel of this re-
quirement.

The Public Records office will be
open from 8:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. on
October 15th, to receive these filings.
For further information, please do not
hesitate to contact the Office of Public
Records on (202) 224-0322.

———

12 DAY PRE-GENERAL REPORTS

The filing date of the 12 Day Pre-
General Report required by the Federal
Election Campaign Act, as amended, is
Thursday, October 22, 1998. The mailing
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